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If Words Are Spoken

If words are spoken at some future time
about our lives, or how we met each day,
may they be tokens of our faithful climb
with Christ, who led us on the Holy Way.

No praise we claim, unless praise points to One
who is our Lord, and whose Eternal Light
served as our flame, our joy, our beaming sun!
And drew us toward the good, the true, the right.

If we were faithful, noble, kind of heart,
If we were slow to anger, quick to bless,
If we refused to speak the critic’s part,
or if we strove for quiet holiness...

We bid you not to look our way to see
ourselves, but rather, may our open face

be less a window; more a frame, so we
point to beyond—to scenes of lasting grace!

Copyright © 2002, John A. Dalles
If Words Are Spoken - Notes on the Text

This hymn text was written at the end of January, 2002. In the Church, January is a time
for Annual Reports, that is, of looking back over the year just past and making a kind of
assessment of how it went. We are reminded of the passing days and months, and we note those
events in the life of a church that have to do with programs and goals that have been met or
surpassed. All of these are indicative of a busy group of Christians at work in a particular place
to do the will of God.

The question of what sort of legacy we leave, or would hope to leave, is addressed in this
hymn, in which the singers are expressing their hope in terms of Christian ideals. As much as we
may hope to mold our destiny, and even if we seek to leave lasting reminders of our presence
here, we must know that time and circumstances are more powerful than any measures we might
take. A Christopher Wren may say something along the lines, “You who seek his memorial, look
around you” in the setting of St. Paul’s Cathedral, but most of us are building cathedrals of flesh
and blood, spires and domes of hope and help, in people we know and love.

These lives that we influence may or may not verbalize the impact we have had. Even so,
may our impact be one of goodness, kindness, hopefulness, encouragement, honesty, integrity,
holiness, joy, and those concomitant values that built up people and communities of faith.

That is the message underlying these lines, and always with the greater goal of pointing
toward Jesus Christ. Thus, the image in the final stanza, “may our open face be less a window;
more a frame”, through which the greater vista of Christ and His grace can be seen.

- John A. Dalles, June 10, 2014
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